
What’s the Deal with All Those Fraternities in the Back Bay? 
 
When exploring the Back Bay, whether meandering down the Commonwealth Avenue Mall or 
strolling Beacon St., certain things will catch your eye: the architecture of the brownstone 
buildings, the well-dressed business people leaving their homes, dog walkers with numerous 
colorful leashes extending from their arms, and occasionally, you’ll spot a flag, or door, donning 
Greek letters to mark a fraternity house. 
 
According to the MIT Interfraternity Council, there are 25 fraternities recognized by MIT, and 
12 of those are located in the Back Bay. Since MIT was founded in the mid-1800’s in the Back 
Bay and did not provide housing, most students were commuters or rented their own apartments 
in the area. Others found community and affordable housing through the original fraternities 
recognized by the institute.  
 
Most of the early fraternities settled around the Back Bay area to be near the university, and 
when MIT moved to Cambridge in 1916, a number of the fraternity houses remained where they 
were. Now, these fraternities find themselves distanced from campus and surrounded by an ever-
growing, affluent community. 
 
“They have to start adjusting to this demographic change or there are going to be problems,” said 
John DiFava, MIT Chief of Police. “These neighborhoods are incredibly wealthy now, and at the 
same time the new neighbors have to understand that they’re in a city that has a lot of college 
students, and they are going to enjoy life. It’s a very interesting social problem.” 
 
According to a representative from the Boston Police Department Media Relations office, the 
Boston Police Department and MIT Police Department have concurrent jurisdiction over the 12 
MIT fraternities in the Back Bay. This is because they are licensed as lodging houses with MIT’s 
name on the license, making them under university jurisdiction, but are also located in the 
Boston area, which is under the Boston Police’s jurisdiction. 
 
“They will let us respond to calls, rather than them taking the calls,” said Chief DiFava about the 
Boston Police Department. “They’ll give the brothers the chance to reach out for us, so that we 
can kind of intercede between the fraternities and the Boston PD.” 
 
When the Boston Police Department gets a call for service to one of the MIT fraternity houses on 
the Boston side, they will most often forward the call on to the MIT Police Department, which 
always has a car on the Boston side of the river. The one exception is when the Boston Police 
Department gets a repetitive call about a specific address. 
 
“If Boston does take action, the action they usually take is criminal because that’s really all they 
can do,” said Chief DiFava. “If they take criminal action, and they place people under arrest, we 
are certainly not going to get involved and interfere in that.” 
 
Back in September of this year, the Boston police responded to a 911 noise complaint at the 
Delta Tau Delta house at 416 Beacon St. and found the house in violation of its lodging house 
license due to overcrowded in excess of their license, a disorderly household inside and out and 



public drinking on the sidewalk. This was the only fraternity house that was called before the 
licensing board for a violation this year.  
 
As a result of this violation, MIT and the student-led Interfraternity Council Judicial Committee 
determined that the Delta Tau Delta fraternity would remain dry for the remainder of the 
semester, be subject to weekly alcohol inspections by the Interfraternity Council, be prohibited 
from hosting any social event during the Fall semester except for approved special events and 
would be held on social probation until the end of the Spring 2018 semester.  
 
These terms were sent to the Boston Licensing Board in an email from Sarah Gallop, the co-
director of Government and Community Relations at MIT, prior to the delayed hearing on Nov. 
14 and were described in further detail before the board at the hearing. 
 
“We have rules that govern conduct on campus and off campus,” said Matthew D. Bauer, 
Director of Communications in the Division of Student Life at MIT. “We see these fraternities as 
being under our conduct policies and are held to the same standards as on campus 
organizations.” 
 
When the MIT Police Department responds to a call for service at one of the fraternity houses on 
the Boston side of the river, they will usually report the students to the university. These students 
will have to be seen before the Committee on Discipline and report to the Interfraternity Council, 
which, according to Bauer, works with the institute to quasi-independently lead the fraternities. 
 
“We have a very, very strong Committee on Discipline procedure,” said Chief DiFava. “For an 
MIT student, the absolute worst thing that can happen is either a suspension or worse, an 
expulsion. If you’re an engineer or you’re a scientist, and you get thrown out of MIT, where are 
you going to go?” 
 
However, it doesn’t seem as if this is a frequent occurrence. According to the MIT student 
newspaper, The Tech, the last time a fraternity was shut down was in 2014 when Delta Upsilon, 
which was located at 526 Beacon St., was suspended for hazing. The location of the house is 
now labeled “Theta Tau: Engineering Leaders for Service, Profession and Brotherhood,” 
marking a new fraternity that took its place. 
 
“I think that our fraternities all things being considered are relatively well behaved,” said Chief 
DiFava. “When they do fall off the rails, the sanctions are pretty severe because we’ve had 
fraternities that literally have been closed down.” 
 
Despite the challenges faced by fraternity brothers living in the Back Bay, MIT still supports it 
as an option for students to expand upon their educational experience. The university police 
works to maintain a relationship with the students who live in the houses, and the Interfraternity 
Council works with the university to maintain the sense of community that fraternities can 
provide for students. 
 
“We believe that it’s a great option,” said Bauer. “And we will continue to support them.” 


